
Circolide Technologies B.V.  
Vacancy – June 2026 

Job title: Chemical Production Technician / Process Operator  
Organisation: Circolide Technologies B.V.  
Working Type: Temporary– Full time  
Posting start date: July or August 2026 
Business unit: Operations/ Process Development   
Location: Groningen, The Netherlands  
Experience level: Early-career to mid-level technician/operator 
  
 
Job Description  
 
What’s the role 
This is a hands-on opportunity to join Circolide Technologies as one of our first operators – a green 
chemistry start-up, spun out from the Feringa Research Group at the University of Groningen, that 
is developing bio-based butenolide monomers as a sustainable alternative to fossil-based acrylates. 
You will be responsible for running our core photochemical production process on a day-to-day basis: 
operating the reactor system, producing customer samples, maintaining accurate production 
records, and supporting our team in the scale-up from lab to pilot plant. You will be working at the 
intersection of chemistry, process technology, engineering, and sustainability, where every batch 
matters. 
 
We are looking for a hands-on chemical production technician who can help us set up and run our 
first controlled manufacturing operations. You will execute chemical processes according to SOPs 
and batch records, handle raw materials safely, operate equipment, complete GMP documentation, 
controlled production documentation, and support the setup of basic production systems such as 
labels, logs, cleaning procedures, and material flow. 
 
As one of our first operations hires, you will not only run the process, but also help build the 
operational foundation of the company: SOPs, batch records, safety routines, equipment logs, 
labelling procedures, cleaning procedures, and material flow. 
 
We are looking for someone who can work independently in a small team, follow controlled 
procedures, handle chemicals safely, and bring structure to a fast-moving start-up environment. 
 
What you will be doing  
As Chemical Production Technician / Process Operator, your responsibilities will include: 

• Operate, monitor, and control our photochemical production process and associated process 
equipment on a daily basis. 

• Execute production runs according to approved protocols, batch records, standard operating 
procedures (SOPs), and safety instructions, ensuring safe and reproducible operation. 

• Prepare and produce customer samples according to required specifications, maintaining 
accurate batch records and quality logs. 

• Handle raw materials, intermediates, products, samples, waste streams, and labels in a safe 
and controlled manner. 

• Monitor key process parameters such as flow rate, temperature, pressure, residence time, 
conversion, and product quality, and intervene proactively when deviations occur. 

• Identify deviations or abnormal process behaviour and escalate or intervene appropriately. 
• Maintain accurate batch records, equipment logs, cleaning logs, quality records, and 

production documentation. 
• Perform basic process analytics and interpret results to support process control and quality 

assurance. 
• Carry out routine equipment preparation, maintenance, cleaning, and calibration checks. 
• Support label printing, label checks, sample identification, and controlled material flow. 
• Support scale-up activities by assisting engineers and researchers during experimental 

campaigns and pilot-scale production runs, documenting results. 
• Help improve operational procedures, safety protocols, batch documentation, and 

reproducibility of the process. 
• Collaborate closely with R&D, engineering, and management colleagues to ensure smooth 

day-to-day operations at our pilot facility. 
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What you bring  
We are keen to speak with candidates who have:  

• A completed MBO 4 Operator C / Procesoperator, Chemikant, Chemical Production 
Technician, or equivalent practical background. 

• Alternatively, a Chemielaborant background with strong pilot-plant, kilo-lab, or chemical 
process experience. 

• HBO education in Process Technology, Chemical Engineering, Chemical Technology, Applied 
Chemistry, or a related field is also welcome, provided you enjoy hands-on operational work. 

• Ideally 3+ years of experience in chemical, pharma, biotech, fine chemical, pilot-plant, kilo-
lab, or GMP-like production. 

• A hands-on, practical mindset and a structured, safety-conscious way of working. 
• Experience with chemical operations such as weighing, charging, mixing, heating/cooling, 

filtration, sampling, drying, cleaning, and handling solvents or reactive materials. 
• Comfort reading and following SOPs, SDSs, batch records, equipment instructions, and 

process protocols. 
• Strong documentation discipline and attention to detail. 
• The ability to work independently in a small team while knowing when to escalate. 
• Affinity with chemistry and chemical processes – understanding of organic synthesis, 

reaction engineering, flow chemistry, or lab-scale synthesis is a plus. 
• Good communication skills and a collaborative attitude; you work well in a small team. 
• Eagerness to learn, take ownership, and contribute in a fast-moving start-up environment. 
• Affinity with sustainability, green chemistry, and the energy transition. 

 
 
Strong plus 
Experience with any of the following would be a strong advantage: 

• GMP, ISO 13485, pharma, biotech, medical device, or other controlled production 
environments. 

• Organic synthesis, fine chemicals, specialty chemicals, or polymer-related chemistry. 
• Flow chemistry, photochemistry, continuous process operation, or pilot-scale production. 
• Label printing, label reconciliation, sample tracking, or batch documentation. 
• Writing, improving, or implementing SOPs and work instructions. 
• Start-ups, pilot plants, kilo labs, or small-batch manufacturing. 
• Basic maintenance and troubleshooting of process equipment. 
• Reading simple P&IDs, equipment drawings, or process flow diagrams. 
• Working with reactors, pumps, tubing, valves, balances, temperature control systems, 

pressure/vacuum systems, or analytical equipment. 
 
What we offer 

• A one-year temporary contract, with the prospect of extension based on performance and 
company growth. 

• The opportunity to join a green chemistry start-up at an early stage and help shape its 
operational foundation. 

• A hands-on role with real ownership and impact from day one. 
• The chance to work in a dynamic, innovative, and talented team on a mission to drive green 

chemistry. 
• A unique learning environment: you will work hands-on with cutting-edge photochemical 

technology at pilot scale. 
• The opportunity to grow your skills and responsibilities as the company scales from lab to 

pilot plant and beyond. 
• A competitive salary. 
• A goal-driven and flexible work environment. 
• A diverse and inclusive team culture at the heart of the Groningen science ecosystem, in the 

Zernike Campus area. 
 
Interested? 
Please send your CV & motivation letter to contact@circolide.com  


